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Centreville Jail 1908
Centreville '

Public and Private

" Constructed in 1908, the present Centreville
Jail stands on the lot designated for the town jail
when Centreville was laid out in 1792. It is the
third jail built on this site. Designed by the
Baltimore architectural firm of F. E. Davis and
H. R. Davis, it was constructed by Pilchard and :
Furness. ’

In plan and composition the building is relatively
simple, and bears much in common with the late 18th
century Court House to the east and with the large
brick and frame dwellings found throughout the town. -
It is an excellent example of turn-of-the-century
design, incorporating numerous details of the Beaux
Arts and Colonial Revival style.
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DESCRIPTION (Wh-332
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Centreville Jail is located on the south-
west corner of North Liberty Street and Broadway.
This has been the site of the town jail since
Centreville was laid out in 1792. The present
building, constructed in 1908, is the third jail
to stand on this site. |

Designed by the Baltimore architectural firm
of F. E. Davis and H. R. Davis, this large brick
building is comprised of a massive, 2 1/2 story
front section that serves as the sheriff's residence
and offices, and a smaller two story cell block
to the rear. The front section is actually
divided in function on a longitudinal axis, with
th§ east half, facing Liberty Street, serving as
the sheriff's residence. The offices are in the
back or west half of the building, with separate
entrances on the north and south wall,Aapd
direct access to the cell block to the rear.

The main building is neariy square, with a
massive slate gable-on-hip roof and a projecting
cross gable at the north end of the front facade.

The rear cell block is slightly lower than the

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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CONTINUATION SHEET

7.1 DESCRIPTION

front section and has a hip roof°

‘The front facade, facing Liberty Street and the
Céurt House green, is five bays wide. The three north
bays project forwérd approximately nine inchesvand are
set off by a cross gable. The entrance door witﬁ
transom is in the center bay on the first floor,
flanked by two 1/1 windows on each side. Five 1/1
windows are ranged across the second floor and a three
part Venetian winéow—is centered ih.the cross gable.
A pitched roof dormer with segmental arched 1/1 sash
is centered above the two south bays on the hip roof.

The brickwork is laid in.sfretcher bond above a
dressed ashlar stone foundation. The window and doof
openings are trimmed with stone lintels and sills. -
The lintels are splayed with projecting keystones and
the arched lintel of the Venetian window is molded.

The eaves are finished with a bbld dentil block
cornice above a corbeled brick frieze course. The
cornice and frieze course retﬁrns at the base of the
cross gable and the ‘cornice is cérried up the gable
éaves. |

. A one story open porch with simple round columns

~and plain ballustrade is carried across the first
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~CONTINUATION SHEET

7.2 DESCRIPTION

_af“floor of this facade.

he north facade, facing Broadway, clearly

;expresses the separation of interior space into three

distinct sections. A flush brick chimney is centered

-on the east half of the wall, delineating that part

of the building used as the sheriff's residence,

“Phe bay to the left -of the chimney .is uninterrupted -

by windows. Immediately to the right of the chimney

there is a single 1/1 window on the first and second
~“floor. “The rear half.-of the building serves :as the

sheriff's office, and for this purpose there is a

}arge entrance -door in +the extreme swest bay, with one
-small 1/1 window immediately to ‘the left and two more
171-windows further to the east. “Phree 1/1:windows

sare ranged across this portion of “the ~second ‘Story.

. -#phe window directly above the door ‘is downset ~slightly
- :and has a transom above, presumably. lighting an interior
stair. A large:dormer with a ‘three-part Venetian

gindow is centered on the third :story. A set -of steps

+¥}ead -down to an -exterior cellar -entrance “to the left
-sof -center. At the east ﬂendwof -the “first floor, =a
~-marb1e placue set in the wall 1den“t1f1es the date -of

sconstruction, the architect, the cnntractor ~and the
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CONTINUATION SHEET

7.3 DESCRIPTION

names of the town commissioners responsible for the
construction of the building.

The north ﬁall of the rear cell block projects
approximately two feet out from the nérth ﬁall of the
main building. This section is relatively plain by R

comparison, with two barred windows on the first and

' second floor and smaller barred cellar windows in the

foundations.,. The ﬁindows are trimmed with stone sills
aﬁdbwood lintels. The brickwork is laid in stretcher
bond with a five-course corbeled briék cornicé. The
foundation is course ashiar.

The south facade of the main building exhibits
the same delineation of function with an almost identical
fenestration pattefn. The east bay, to the right of
a flush‘chiﬁney, is uninterrupted byvopenings. There

is a single 1/1 window on each floor immediately to

. the left of the chimney, and to the west of this.

window are three 1/1 windows and a door on the first

floor and three 1/1 windows on the second floor. A

- large pitched roof dormer with three-part Venetian

window is centered on the third story. A small
one~-story entrance porch protects the westernmost

window and the door on the first floor.
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~CONTINUATION -SHEET

7.4 DESCRIPTION

“The south wall jt')-.f the rear .cell ‘block projects

~out approximately two feet from ’the.:squthﬂall -0f the

inainbuilding. It is -essentially identical to the north
»wa"l"l. The rear wall of the cell block is three ‘bays
“wide with large barred windows -on :the first -and second
 #Floor and smaller barred cellar windows in ‘the ‘founda-
stion. & bulkhead cellar -entrance .is located 4in the
“center bay of "t:h_e foundation. |

~“The interior was not -examined.

s
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
e ~-PREHISTORIC _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION

1400-1489 —ARCHEQLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW ~SCIENCE
- 1500-159% —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 KARCH!TECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY ~SOCIAL/HUMARNITARIAN
—1700-1799 _—ART __ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER
—1800-1899% _COMMERCE — EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —_PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATICON
&1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

_INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1808 ' BUILDER/ARCHITECT Davis and Davis

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

.

Constructed in 1908, the present Centreville
Jail stands on the lot designated for the town jail
when Centreville was laid out in 1792, This building
is the third jail built on this site, It was
designed by F. E, Davis and H. R. Davis, a prominant
Baltimore architectural firm, and was constructed
by Pilchard and Furness,

In plan and composition the building is
relatively simpl;ihgﬁa”bégrs$mﬁéh@iﬁjéommon;wifi;
the iétexisth centﬁi;%C6ﬁitaﬁ;uSé:to:théiéésfyand{
with the large brick and frame dwellings found
thréﬁégaﬁ£jthe town., It is an excellent exampléwr
of turn-of-the-century design, ihcorporating
numerous details of the Beaux Arts and Colonial

Revival stvles.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LISTALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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Orlando Ridout V, Historic Sites Surveyor
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Queen Anne's County Historical Society 10/17/80
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Centreville Marvland

Field Notebook QA-XIV: Recorded December 12, 19279.

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
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QA-332

Centreville Jail
Centreville, Maryland
Orlando Ridout V 1980
Front facade from Southeast
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Cenfreville Jail
Centreville, Maryland
orlando Ridout V 1980

yview from North




